Electronic Vessel Manifest Confidentiality
Confidential Treatment of Vessel Manifest Data

	Background & Instructions
	
	
	
	
	

	Per 19 C.F.R. § 103.31, accredited representatives of the press, including newspapers, commercial magazines, trade journals, and similar publications shall be permitted to examine vessel manifests and summary statistical reports of imports and exports and to copy therefrom for publication information and data. That data can then be published and accessed by competitors, customers, or anyone interested in the data. Among the 22 data elements published are description of the goods, the shipper’s name and address, consignee’s name and address and notify parties for each shipment. 
The same section also provides a mechanism where any importer, consignee, or exporter can take action to have this information removed from public record by requesting confidential treatment.
CBP grants confidentiality to the exact spelling and punctuation provided in the request, please list all the variations you want covered. Keep in mind any common typos or alternate spellings that might occur on bill of ladings. For example: ABC Import Company; ABC Import Co.; ABD Import Company.
While U.S. Customs and Border Protection cannot guarantee that the identity of parties to importation and exportation will never be published, CBP strives to afford confidentiality based on the information furnished.

The granting of confidentiality will be valid for two (2) years from the date the request is processed and covers all ports of entry. Mohawk Global will reach out before the expiration to obtain a new list to submit for renewal.
Tab will move through the form fields in the below table. Mohawk Global will submit the submission electronically and CBP will process in as little as 24 hours.
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