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DETERMINE Country of origin
For goods from a NAFTA country

Use this decision tree to help you determine the correct country of origin for goods from a NAFTA country (United States, 
Canada, or Mexico). This tool is for educational purposes only. U.S. importers should always consult with an expert, such as an 
international trade lawyer or customs broker, before attempting to make NAFTA claims.
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† If good is NAFTA originating, proceed to diagram on page 2

START: Correctly classified good (excludes textiles and apparel)

Country of origin is the last country in which the good underwent 
production/assembly. 19CFR102.11(d)(3) †

1.	 Is the good wholly obtained in one NAFTA country?

2.	 Is the good produced in one NAFTA country from 100% 
domestic materials? (note 1)

3.	 Do all foreign materials incorporated into the good undergo 
the tariff shift described in CFR 102.20 as a result of the 
manufacturing process?

4.	 Do the deminimis rule (note 2) or disregarded materials rule (note 
3) apply to the foreign materials that didn’t undergo the required 
tariff shift?

5.	 Is the good described in the tariff as a “set or mixture” or 
classified as a “set, mixture or composite good” per GRI(3)?

6.	 Can an essential character be determined (note 6)?

7.	 Was the good produced only as a result of “minor processing” 
(note 7)?

8.	 Was the good manufactured as a result of a simple assembly 
(note 8)?

9.	 Do the parts that merit equal consideration have the same 
country of origin?

The country of manufacture of the good. 19CFR102.11(a)(1) †

The country of manufacture. 19CFR102.13/15†
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The country of those parts. 19CFR102.11(d)(2)†

The country or countries of all materials that merit equal 
consideration (i.e. all of the materials considered in determining the 
essential character of the good-notes 6 and 9). 19CFR102.11(c)†

The country or countries of all materials that merit equal 
consideration (i.e. all of the materials considered in determining the 
essential character of the good - notes 6 and 9). 19CFR102.11(d)(1)†

The country or countries of the single material (note 9) that imparts 
the essential character. 19CFR102.11(b)(1)†

The last country in which the good underwent production/
assembly. 19CFR102.11(d)(3)†

Do the materials resulting from nonqualifying operations rule (note 
4) or GRI2(a) provision (note 5) apply to the foreign materials that 
did undergo the required tariff shift?
If YES, proceed to question 5. 
If NO, country of origin is the country in which the tariff shift 
occurred. 19CFR102.11(a)(3)†

The country of manufacture of the good. 19CFR102.11(a)(2) †

Country of origin is...



NO

NAFTA Preference Override
Continued from previous page. For goods that are NAFTA originating. 
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START: Does the 19CFR102 
determination result in one NAFTA 

country of origin?

The country of origin is the last NAFTA country in which 
the good underwent production (except for minor 
processing, note 7). 19CFR102.19(a)

Is the U.S. that country of origin?

Has the good been exported from and 
been returned to the U.S. after having 
been advanced in value or improved in 
condition in another NAFTA country?

The country of origin for duty purposes 
is the last NAFTA country where the 

good was advanced in value or improved 
in condition before its return to the 
U.S. Physical marking of the goods 
is not required. 19CFR102.19(b) and 

19CFR134.32(m)
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